
MasterChef judge George Calombaris sandwiches for
children in need
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George Calombaris has kept a low profile following his departure from MasterChef Australia in 2019 and the

underpayment scandal of his restaurants.

But the 42-year-old couldn't turn down the opportunity to give back to the community.

On Thursday, he joined other celebrities to make 6000 sandwiches for children in need with T-House founder Tina

Nettlefold and founder of Eat Up charity Lyndon Galea, at Half Acre in Melbourne.
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The former MasterChef judge was dapperly dressed in a navy coat with a jumper, button up shirt and ripped jeans.

He proudly smiled with event organisers Tina and Lyndon, who looked delighted to have George's star power support the

event.

George also posed for a photo with his wife Natalie Tricarico. The couple married in 2018 and share a son and daughter.
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At one point during the event, the chef took to the podium to speak about the great work the organisations were doing to

help the less fortunate of their community. 

He was later seen joining other celebrities and other well-known Melbourne identities at the sandwich making stations. 

Also at the event was former AFL star turned radio presenter Brendan Fevola.
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The 40-year-old father of four opted for a relaxed outfit of a white T-shirt and khaki shorts.

He put on a pair of gloves and got to making easy and tasty cheese sandwiches.

Comedian Ash Williams also lent a hand at the charity event and got stuck into making his share of the sandwiches.

The 38-year-old, who recently appeared on I'm A Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here!, proudly showed off a few of the

sandwiches he made. 
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Season nine MasterChef winner Diana Chan also got involved in the sandwich making action alongside friend and make-

up artist Jade Kisnorbo. 

Altogether the attendees made a record-breaking 6,000 sandwiches in just one hour for school kids experiencing food

insecurity. 

Last year, George made headlines after he was found to have underpaid his restaurant staff by nearly $8 million.

The former TV star was fined $200,000 for underplaying 515 staff between 2011 and 2017 and will have his business

audited for the next three years.
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He was also axed alongside veteran MasterChef co-judges Gary Mehigan and Matt Preston over a pay dispute with

Channel 10.

'Despite months of negotiations, Ten has not been able to reach a commercial agreement that was satisfactory to Matt,

Gary and George,' Ten's CEO Paul Anderson said in a statement in July 2019.

New judges Melissa Leong, Andy Allen and Jock Zonfrillo took over the spots, leading to a blockbuster 2020 for the series.
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